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PARTS AND SERVICE

Paccar Parts opens

distribution center

PACCAR PARTS announced that its
new $32 million distribution center
in Renton, WA, is fully operational.
Servicing dealers in the Northwest-
ern U.S. and Western Canada, the
160,000-sq-ft. parts distribution cen-
ter (PDC) offers almost three times
the capacity of its predecessor, built
in 1973, the company said.

“By investing in the latest technolo-
gy and more than doubling the square
footage, we are demonstrating our
commitment to being a world-class
leader in aftermarket parts distri-
bution,” said David Danforth, Paccar
Parts general manager and Paccar vice
president. “We take pride in upholding
our core values of providing customers
with the highest product availability,
quality service and unmatched value
intheindustry,’

With a 15,000-sq.-ft. small-parts
mezzanine and state-of-the-art
equipment, such as stock-picking
equipment with built-in weight scales
and a custom parcel conveyor, the fa-
cility provides operational efficiency
and a 125% increase in parts capacity.

Paccar parts distribution center

This will enable the company to store
over 39,000 different parts.

“We designed every aspect of
the PDC to create a logical efficient
work flow. From the ‘pick path’ to the
unique stocking fixtures, efficiency
and accuracy measures have been
taken at every point to streamline
customer orders and ensure quick
turnaround times,” said Laura Bloch,
Paccar Parts assistant general manag-
er of operations.

Thefacility boasts a 50-persontrain-
ing room and an interactive “Paccar
Parts Experience” that demonstrates
Paccar Parts’ distribution network and
products and services to visitors.

AME releases handheld
digital tire inflator

AME INTERNATIONAL has released
the Accu-Flate XL handheld digital
tire inflator. The Brooksville, FL-based
company manufactures a complete
range of OTR tire and tire-related ac-
cessories and equipment and serves all
aspects of wheel and tire service.
“The Accu-Flate XL measures, in-
flates, and deflates tires with advanced
precision and is for use in the automo-
tive, heavy-duty truck and OTR indus-
tries,” the company said. “Equipped
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with a 6-ft. hose and powered by two
AAA batteries, the Accu-Flate XL pro-
motes safety while preserving efficien-
cy and accuracy.”’

“The Accu-Flate XL has performed
extremely well in our field tests and
evaluations,” said Brett Waggoner,
vice president of AME International.
“The accuracy and speed, along with
the long battery life, have been key to
its popularity among both distributors
andtechnicians”

BRIEFS

FLEET MANAGEMENT and
maintenance firm First Vehicle
Services has reached an
agreement with Mitchell 1 to
use that firm’s TruckSeries and
ProDemand software programs
in all First Vehicles service. The
programs provide information
to diagnose, repair and main-
tain, as well as write estimates
for most makes and models

of cars, light trucks, Class 4-8
trucks and buses.

FEDERAL-MOGUL MOTOR-
PARTS has expanded its range
of Abex reduced stopping
distance certified commercial
grade friction linings to include
a 23,000-lb. tractor lining. The
Abex RX 6297 lining is available
through leading commercial
vehicle parts distributors
across North America. In test-
ing conducted by an I1SO-cer-
tified facility using a tractor
equipped with a 23,000-b.
drive axle and 14,600-lb. steer
axle, the Abex RX 6297 lining
delivered under loaded con-
ditions a stopping distance of
just 217 ft. at 60 mph.

PHILLIPS INDUSTRIES has
introduced the new STA-
Charge battery charger for 12V
liftgate/load batteries. The
charger is said to produce a
faster charge rate than similar
systems on the market. It
incorporates a “lock out” fea-
ture that stops the charge to
the trailer batteries when the
brakes are pressed. When the
Sta-Charge is pulling power
from the auxiliary/ABS circuit
to charge the trailer batteries,
this safety measure ensures
that all available power on this
circuit is sourced to the ABS
module when the brakes are
engaged.
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NUTS & BOLTS

SuperTruck’s

growing influence

Volvo says participation in program helped
lead to new powertrain designs

VOLVO TRUCKS NORTH AMERICA
(VTNA) is touting its involvement in
the SuperTruck program, a public-pri-
vate research effort spearheaded by
the U.S. Dept. of Energy (DOE), as one
of the main reasons it has been able
to develop more fuel- efficient pow-
ertrain designs for the 2017 model
year.

“The DOE's support, together with
the skill of our powertrain engineers
working on the SuperTruck program,
helped generate significant power-
traininnovations,” said Géran Nyberg,
VTNA's president, in astatement.

Nyberg, who helped unveil some
of those innovations during a special
eventin Hagerstown, MD, last month,
pointed out that the SuperTruck pro-
gram is a cost-shared partnership
between DOE, truck OEMs, engine
makers, and other component suppli-
ers aimed at boosting the efficiency
of heavy-duty Class 8 long-haul trac-
tor-trailers.

He said developments made by
VTNA as aresult of its participation
inthe SuperTruck project include the
following:

» Wave piston: “Wave” bumps were
added on the side of the piston bowl,
which allows diesel fuel to burn more
cleanly, reducing fuel consumption
while significantly reducing soot
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generation. The patented wave piston
works in combination with other en-
hancements, such as a new common
rail fuel system, to boost fuel efficiency
up to 2.2% for the OEM’s D11 engine
and 2.5% for the D13 model.

» Turbo compounding: The turbo
system is designed to recover heat
lost through the combustion process.
VTNA said that fuel efficiency can be
increased by up to 6.5% on the 2017
model D13 engine equipped with tur-
bo compounding.

» Common rail fuel injection system:
A new common rail fuel injection
system was designed by VTNA for its
2017 model D11 and D13 enginesto
enable a higher injection pressure,
which improves combustion and al-
lows for finer control of the injection
event. Enhanced flow rate, spray
angle, and pressure characteristics
of the injectors allow the engine to
operate more quietly and burn fuel
more efficiently.

» Transmission fine-tuning: The
program allowed VTNA engineers
to refine the peak efficiency in the
“sweet spot” for Volvo's integrated
powertrain solution, which includes
the I-Shift automated manual trans-
mission and downsped engines.

—BY SEANKILCARR
SEAN.KILCARR@PENTON.COM

SHOWCASE

GOODYEAR’S Endurance RSA is
aimed at regional and urban de-
livery fleets. The tire offers more
miles to removal plus lower
rolling resistance and more re-
sistance to curb impact damage
than the Goodyear G661 HSA, its
predecessor. Other features in-
clude IntelliMax rib technology,
with contoured sipes for tread
stiffness, and dual-layer tread
compounds for improved fuel
economy and greenhouse gas
compliance. The Endurance RSA
is available in size 11R22.5 and
Load Ranges G and H. Goodyear
said it will introduce more sizes
throughout the year.

PHILLIPS INDUSTRIES has
introduced its Permalogic
Smart-Charge trailer power
management system for liftgate
and auxiliary battery banks.
According to the company,

the system recognizes and
automatically manages the
best power source(s) to charge
batteries from all available
sources collectively. Phillips
said its Permalogic Smart-
Charge can pull from the
following sources individually
or collectively: dual/single pole
liftgate charging system, tractor
batteries, reefer, and even from
a fourth source such as solar
power. The system has built-in
low voltage detection.

MICHELIN AMERICAS TRUCK
TIRES has debuted its X One
XZUS+ Pre-Mold retread, an
all-position, wide-base single
tire for waste and refuse trucks.
According to the company,

the retread delivers up to 50%
greater wear life and is designed
with a special winged tread for
maximum shoulder protection
in high-scrub applications. The
retread features a 29/32-in.
tread depth and a straight rib
design for “outstanding wear,”
the company said.
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