
 

 

In an emergency situation, when a rubber air line 
between the tractor/trailer is severed, if the dam-
age is close enough to the fittings on either end, 
and there is still enough working length in the line 
available, it is possible to repair the air line with a 
few simple items and get back on the road in no 
time.   
 
There are two popular methods to make repairs to 
severed rubber air lines.  One is the conventional 
method using a rubber air replacement brass fit-
ting.  The second method is using a rubber air 
repair kit.  These kits are well-liked because they 
usually come with just about everything you need 
to make a repair in one convenient package. 
 
Since most kits already come with installation in-
structions, the below steps show how to make a 
repair using the conventional method with a re-
placement brass fitting.  
 
 
Items You Will Need to Repair a Rubber Airline: 
 
1. Razor blade/hose cutter 
2. Replacement rubber air hose fitting 
3. 2 wrenches  (adjustable or crescent)  
 
 
 

 

Steps to Repair a Damaged Rubber Airline: 
 
1. Determine the correct size replacement fitting for 

your hose.  You will select from either a 3/8” or 
1/2” size based on the I.D. of your rubber air 
line.  (The NPT fitting size is based on the thread 
port of the gladhand.  Gladhands attached to air 
lines always have a thread port of 1/2”.) 

2. Create a clean 90 degree cut to remove the 
damaged portion from the air line. 

3. Insert the cut end of the air hose through the 
spring guard. 

4. Place the brass ferrule over the top end of the 
rubber air hose. 

5. Insert the air hose into the body of the brass 
fitting until it can be seen through the inspection 
hole.  This will confirm that the hose is in place 
for the next step. 

6. Using the wrenches, tighten the compression 
fitting down to the hose.   

7. Pull on the fitting and hose to make sure the 
fitting was installed properly. 

8. Install the repaired rubber air line onto the truck.  
 
It is recommended that the rubber air lines be re-
placed as soon as possible to avoid further damage 
to the assembly.  Since additional damage may 
have occurred where it’s not visible, a new rubber 
air line ensures that the vehicle stays on the road 
and the driver and others on the road remain safe. 
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 To avoid situations that may require repairs, make sure to properly maintain your rubber air lines by 
using correct cable support and inspecting them on a regular basis. Consider using cold rubber air lines 
in extreme temperatures. 

 There are convenient kits available on the market today that will repair rubber air lines.  
 Phillips always recommends replacing rubber air lines that have been repaired to avoid possible further 

damage to the assembly. 

*Phillips Industries, to the best of our knowledge, has compiled the information contained herein from what it believes are authoritative 
sources. This information is not to be taken as representation for which Phillips Industries assumes legal responsibility. 
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