
 
 

What is RoHS Compliance? 
 
Many may already associate RoHS compliance with 
being lead free.  But if a product is RoHS complaint, 
it is actually free from more than just lead.    
 
Originating in Europe under European Union law, as 
Directive 2002/95/EC, RoHS stands for Restriction 
of Hazardous Substances and restricts the use 
of 6 specific hazardous materials and 4 phthalates 
frequently found in electrical and electronic products.  
 
 Lead (Pb) 
 Mercury (Hg) 
 Cadmium (Cd) 
 Hexavalent Chromium (Cr VI)  
 Polybrominated Biphenyls (PBB) 
 4 different Types of Phthalates  

 Bis(2-Ethylhexyl) phthalate (DEHP) 
 Benzyl butyl phthalate (BBP) 
 Dibutyl phthalate (DBP) 
 Diisobutyl phthalate (DIBP) 

 
 
Why is it important? 
 
RoHS compliance can have an affect on everyone 
from the manufacturer, to the buyer and seller, all 
the way down the chain to the end user. 
 
From a commerce perspective, anyone doing busi-
ness with those under European Law will be re-
quired to meet RoHS compliance with goods being 
exported, and visa versa, goods being imported from 
Europe will also meet these requirements.  
 
From a manufacturing or end user perspective, at 
certain levels, these properties governed by RoHS 
compliance, can be dangerous in terms of occupa-
tional exposure and are hazardous to the environ-
ment.  To protect those who may come in contact 
with these materials, they are regulated through 
RoHS compliance for safety reasons.     
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CLEAR-VU™     
Window Butt     
Connectors  

 
 CLEAR-VU™ tubing 

provides optimal clarity 
for visual inspection 

 
 Adhesive-lined tubing 

ensures a waterproof 
seal 

 
 Wire gauge imprint sim-

plifies wire size identifi-
cation 
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 RoHS stands for Restriction of Hazardous Substances. 
 Although RoHS is a standard set forth by law within Europe, it is becoming more prevalent in the US. 
 Just because a product is labeled as ‘Lead or Pb Free’ does not necessarily mean that it meets RoHS 

compliance.  It must also be free of the other 5 hazardous materials and 4 phthalates in accordance 
with RoHS standards. 

*Phillips Industries, to the best of our knowledge, has compiled the information contained herein from what it believes are authoritative 
sources. This information is not to be taken as representation for which Phillips Industries assumes legal responsibility. 

Have technical questions?  Get the latest tips from a skilled Phillips engineer! 
 Call:  888-959-0995  OR                                                  

e-mail:  techtips@phillipsind.com 

Lead (Pb), which is one of 
these restricted hazardous 
materials, has been known to 
be found in solder.  In direct 
relation to the trucking indus-
try, as an example, solder is 
used to bond wires together 
when making repairs to the 
electrical system, whether it is with compo-
nents that contain solder, such as wire termi-
nals, or actual solder slugs.  Over a period of 
months or even years, if handled improperly, 
lead can build up in the body.  Even small 
amounts can cause serious health issues and 
at very high levels can lead to death. 
 
How to tell if a product is RoHS Compliant 
or Lead Free 
 

Products that are RoHS 
Compliant will have a certifi-
cate or supporting documen-
tation that can be traced 
back to the original manufac-
turer to show that the product 
is RoHS compliant.  Packag-
ing, and even the product 

itself may be labeled as RoHS compliant, but 
is not a requirement.   
 
 
Products that are lead free may be labeled or 
marked as ‘Pb Free’ or ‘Lead Free’, but again 
it is not a requirement.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Keep in mind that just because a product is 
labeled as ‘Lead or Pb Free’ it does not nec-
essarily mean that it meets RoHS compliance.  
It must also be free of the other 5 hazardous 
materials and 4 phthalates in accordance with 
RoHS standards. 


